Apology PetitiefLinda Granfield

As with any petition put forth there is
lively, emotional discussion about
whether or not to support and sign.
While there has been great support
shown for Petition e-257 regarding the
British Home Children/Child Migrants
there have also been some who feel it
is unnecessary or unrealistic to ask a
current government to apologize for
the way the children were treated long
ago by those who are no longer with
us.

It's true—it would be impossible to,
let's say, find an Ontario farmer who in
1910 left a Home Child to freeze to
death sleeping in a barn loft. And
those of us who support the Petition
know that. Apologies such as the one
requested
via this Peti-
tion are very
real, and
very symbol-
ic. When a
government
apologiz-
es today
there is
recognition
of past
wrongs and
LTA AzPo%m&n&ﬂaP
ed commit-
ment, by the
government and we, Canada's citi-
zens, too, to never see such events
and treatment tolerated or repeated. A
change in outlook and behavior can
provide a model for understanding,
tolerance, and diligence for future
generations.
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My family had two British Home
Children (via the Barnardo
Homes) in Canada. Francis Al-
bert Proudler ar-
rived in Canada
in 1907, only ten
years old; his
brother Thomas
lvan came three
years later, age
eleven. Both
worked on farms
in Ontario. When
the First World
War began,
Thomas, only 16,
fibbed and joined
the army. In April
1917 he died at Vimy Ridge and
is buried in a town near Vimy,
France. He was only 18 when
he died—barely a boy, hardly a
man. Albert also served in the
war but he survived and
came back to Canada to farm in
Alberta.

Two years ago, | stood at Thom-
as's grave. It was a symbolic
visit filled with meaning for me
and for my family who could not
Cg;?ere —with us, Tom and me.
ainly | knew he wasn't there,
that he couldn't know me, sepa-
rated by so much time and his-
tory as we are. He is of the past,
just as those other Home Chil-
dren and those who mistreated
them are. Yet | paid tribute
when | stood beside Thomas.
Symbolic gestures, be they
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cemetery visits, tokens of
love, or apologies for past in-
justices are important and
necessary parts of our
lives. They redeem us
as caring humans and
inspire us to break new
ground.

| trust that the British
Home Children will be
embraced by all of us
who have learned their
stories of toil and heart-
__lache. | know that the
0 OT @Ahadish government
will help BHC families
heal and move forward.
A chapter of Canada's history
will be remembered and silent
voices of the past will be
"heard" again.
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https://petitions.parl.gc.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-257
http://www.lindagranfield.com
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Sheriff Atcheson Thompsotkrol Bateman
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http://montreal.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=857722&playlistId=1.2877252&binId=1.1332485&playlistPageNum=1C:/Users/PC/Documents/BHCGI%20May%202015%20newsletter
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Empress of Irelasydsandra Joyce

The Empres
sponsi bl e
1914. Of

t
Empress an

Accordingstbi ICnaayaand
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of I rel arfh,né&ddmétva anecse 1 e f
r carrying 918 British Hoc
| arger organizations, th
Mr s . Birt of the Liverpoc

Archives datab

travelled alone or in smal/l groups wi
tinations anywhere between New Brunsy
El even British Home Children were on
in 1914. Just seven days later, in th
the cold waters of the Saint Lawrence
to Liverpool from Quebec. Of the 1477
press, about 70 percent were | ost at sea. The total death
Of the 217 passengers who survived was G. Bogue Smart, I n
on his way to England to bring back a group of Homah@mil d
second or third. Built in Glasgow, Scotland, the Empress
Rail ways) She was |l aunched in 1906 and provided four <cl a
both fast and reliable
On her l ast voyage, she | eft Quebec City at about 16:30 o
just been promoted and was n his first trip down thye Sai
hours of the morning on the 29th and a Norwegi an c oslolsiter ,
visibility. They had to resort to fog whistdteasr bddr ca boiude
press i mmediately began flooding and | isted to stardbdocar d.
drowned quickly as the water rushed in. Those on thll uppe
some | ifeboats. Ten minutes after the collision, théoship
portholes on the port side. This reprieve | asted ,ohntloywian gm
those who had crawled out into the freezing water. horbhser e
and forty minutes
The Storstad and boats from nearby villages rescuedosur vi
were alive were clothed and shel R O
dren aboard the Empress survived r
entombed in her wreck. Days afte s
the river, though many of the de e
Ri mouski. Soon, family members f t
their | oved ones. The Salvation e
on the ship to a rally in Englan r
remembrance cer eményWoiumth ePll b assta nTt
As the reports of the two captai ‘ w
who had presided over the inquiry
in Quebec City on June 16, 1914, t
wegian Consul ate Gener al i n Montrear arso nera an Tnquiry
ship and its captain, Thomas Andersen. Andersen cl aifmed t
the collier The two conclusions are irreconcilable. Both
Three incidents happened that had the supésisdtie¢rn osuilsi phhlakd
rammed by a Norwegian collier ship near t®8ecabameaspatwatywbd
was caught anida rsaém |lsawraey siggn nof a bad omen. The third was
William Clark. He had also survived the Titanic.
The Empress of Ireland stildl |l ies beneath the watermsw-of t
ever, in 1999 the wreck was declared a site of histepitgal
Act and | isted in the register of Historic Sites s@ftuGanad
Quebec
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Montreal and Gilles Duceppe ¢t i nued ...

Mr . Duceppe, his sister and cousin were &l o esxtdreenmme
top geneal ogi st handed them a dosdsl bnowrepacetjybwhhe
father hailed from and wh 1> 9 5 was f
Poplar in London, Moni que bec
t hat i s the area where th Cal |
wife TV series was based.

After meeting with the Du 'V i n
Vi ews, the requests to jo i sh
Children/ Child Migrants da ny
pl e also sent us email s fam
Vi P& esi dent &S apnrdersae nltoaytcieo

water | ibrary the next da €ss
more than doubl e the usua The
focussed on the ¢hhédKeao

Ho me s, Gi bbs Homes in She t he
many Catholic children seé ebec
Catholic children were particularly placed in Quebec
t i mes, chil dren were placed with farmers who spoke n
grandfather was placed with spoke English and so he
Carolyn Pesk&ecrBHG@6GKF and our gracious host, helped
us some very charming restaurants to visit Al | in a
Upcoming Events

Connect Charter School Morrisburg Library

May 2 @ 9:00arAL1:00am June 15 6:30pnTi8:00pm

The Manor Village at Garrison Woods Lancaster Library

May 2 @ 1:30pri2:30pm June 16 6:30pm8:00pm

Canadian Federation of WomenCalgary Long Sault Library

May 2 @ 7:00pr:00pm June 16 2:304:00pm

Knights of the Round Table Private Event okl |

May 3 @ 11:30aml1:00pm ﬂﬁf""' Brm HO’W CW GVO'/LP’

Calgary Librar§i Signal Hill Branch l" “ & I nternationad

May 3 @ 7:00pn8:30pm H

Probus Club Brampton St ay in Touch!

May 18 @ 10:00am12:00pm

Ontario Genealogical Society Conference By emai | connect @b riti shhome
June 3 8:00am to June 5th 5:00pm By regul ar mai | 97 Dagmar AV
Lanark County Genealogical Society 3rd Annual Bus Tour Oour website: WWW. briti shhomech
June 4 @ 12:00prL:30pm To book a speaker: sandraj oyc

Essex County Branch of the OGS
June 13 6:00pni8:00pm

Follow Us! € n




