
Born in Ayr, Scotland in June 1908, James Pat-

erson was sent to Canada by the Orphan 

Homes of Scotland (Quarrierôs) in 1923 at the 

age of thirteen. 

ñI was 13 and weighed 84 pounds when I 

cameéquite a hired man! They just shipped me 

out and I had no say in the matter. I was most 

scared and I didnôt know where in the hell I was 

going and I didnôt know anything about Canada. 

I never saw snow until I came here, but have 

been putting up with it all these years. I stayed 

with Jack and Stella Hinton in Rocksprings for 

seven years, working 16 hours a day for $4 a 

month. I loved the work. Stella fed me well and 

fussed over me. I called her mother. I never mar-

ried, maybe be-

cause Iôm too 

damn particular! I didnôt get the one I wanted, so I said the heck with them 

all!ò said Jimmy Paterson in 1997. 

From 1953, he worked at Brockville Psychiatric Hospital until his retirement 

in 1973.On August 1997, two memorials were unveiled in Athens Memorial 

Park. James Paterson had them made to honour the children who arrived 

from the Quarrier and Barnardo Homes 

in Great Britain.  

Mr. Paterson wanted to be sure that 

these children were not forgotten. Each 

monument has a picture and a plaque. 

One has a reproduction of a black and 

white photograph of a group of children 

at the Fairknowe Home inBrockville. 

Fairknowe was the first destination in 

Canada for many, including Mr. Paterson. The inscription notes that they 

came to be known as Canadaôs Little Slaves. 

A colour painting of an immigrant homestead adorns the other depicting 

the 100 acre farms that so many were placed on. The words pay tribute 

to the immigrants that worked hard clearing the land and raising their 

families. He died in August, 1997. 
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Four British Home Children Remembered  by Judy Neville 

On Wednesday, June 22, 2016 I, Judy Neville visited 
Grosse Ile in the mouth of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. This is 
a Parks Canada Site and is also known as Grosse Isle and 
the Irish Memorial National Historic Site. 

In 1832 the government of Lower Canada set up a station 
on the island to examine the immigrants arriving from over 
seas. It was believed that these new comers were carrying 
contagious diseases such as typhus. People were also 
quarantined for chicken-pox, eye infections, etc. After Con-
federation in 1867, Canada continued to use this island as 
the first stop for people arriving by ship. The facilities and 
equipment were improved and continued to be upgraded 
as things changes over the years. Grosse Ile continued as 
a quarantine station from 1832 to 1932 when it was closed. 
Hundreds of thousands of people passed through this sta-
tion on their way to Canada. 

As of today, it is known that only four of the people buried 
on the island, of which there were some 5000, were British 
Home Children. These were boys who arrived from Eng-
land on the SS Montcalm from Liverpool in 1922. On May 
19, 1922 they left Liverpool and the ship they were on ar-
rived in Quebec on May 27, 1922. 

These boys signed their 30A Landing Card and after going through the quarantine process the four boys 
were detained on Grosse Ile, and the rest of the party carried on to Quebec and then onto Ottawa by 
train. It was not recorded why the boys were detained. 

It is known that sometime after the boys 
were detained they found a boat by the is-
land and rowed to their deaths. They all 
drowned accidentally, in the St. Lawrence 
River on June 4, 1922. 

Their bodies were recovered and Father H. 
Nicole officiated at their burial on Grosse 
Isle. There was no known grave marker for 
them at the time of death. They were buried 
in the East Cemetery. 

Much of the East Cemetery is under the is-
land's airstrip today. Their names are etched 
into a huge glass memorial wall and are the 
only deaths recorded for 1922. 

They were as follows: William Ellis age 
13,William Mahon age 15, John Brier age 14 
and James Holland age 12. 
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